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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Justice  requires,  that  the  public  be  informed,  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
were  unhappily  disappointed  through  the  inability  of  the  Preacher  and  of  the 
Substitute,  they  had  designated  to  the  service  of  delivering  the  annual  discourse, 
to  be  present  at  their  meeting;  and  that  the  Preacher,  to  whom  they,  conse- 
quently, assigned  the  service,  had  no  opportunity  to  prepare  a  sermon  suitably 
adapted  to  the  occasion. 

The  custom  and  wish  of  the  Board,  to  have  the  annual  sermons  printed,  must 
be  the  apology  of  tlie  Preacher  for  consenting  that  this  discourse,  under  such 
circumstances,  should  be  made  public.  He  hopes,  however,  that  through  the 
divine  blessing,  his  labor  will  not  be  in  vain;  that  it  may  be  of  some  benefit  in 
aiding  those  measures  now  in  operation  for  extending  the  boundaries  of  the 
Redeemer's  kingdom. 


SERMON. 


ISAIAH  lviii,    12. 

AND     THET     THAT   SHALL    BE   OF    THEE    SHALL     BUILD   THE   OLD    WASTE   PLACE*: 
THOU     SHALT     RAISE     UP    THE    FOUNDATIONS      OF      MANY     GENERATIONS;      AND 
THOU     SHALT    BE     CALLED,    THE  REPAIRER   OF  THE    BREACH,    THE     RESTORER 
OF   PATHS   TO    DWELL    IN. 


This  is  a  cheering  prediction  of  happy  and  glorious 
events  to  take  place  under  the  Christian  dispensa- 
tion. When  the  legal  dispensation,  instituted  by 
Moses,  should  be  abolished,  a  new  system  of  religious 
worship  and  ordinances  would  be  introduced  in  its 
stead  and  extend  its  saving  benefits  to  other  nations, 
besides  the  children  of  Abraham.  The  Church  of 
God  would  be  wonderfully  enlarged  and  include  in  its 
limits  those  Gentile  nations,  who,  for  so  many  centuries, 
had  been  excluded  from  the  family  of  the  enlightened 
and  the  redeemed. 

For  thousands  of  years,  gross  spiritual  darkness  had 
covered  the  earth  with  all  its  countless  tribes  of  men, 
excepting  only  that  small  remnant  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob,  whom  God  had  chosen  to  himself  as  an  heritage, 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  who 
were  left  to  perish  in  ignorance,  pollution,  and  idolatry. 


But  in  prophetic  vision,  the  evangelical  Isaiah  fore- 
saw and  predicted,  that,  after  the  corning  oi  the 
Messiah  the  world  should  see  far  better  days.  The 
boundaries  of  God's  visible  kingdom  by  a  gradual 
increase  should  be  extended.  One  nation  and  anothei 
should,  in  succession,  arise  out  of  that  gloomy  dark- 
ness of  idolatry,  vice  and  profligacy,  which  had  bo 
long  shrouded  their  minds  in  an  ignorance  of  the 
true  God  and  his  holy  religion;  had  left  them  the 
victims  of  the  most  degrading  errors  and  crimes;  and 
robbed  them  of  every  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality 
in  a  better  life. 

Christianity,  as  the  prophet  anticipated,  should 
scatter  the  clouds  of  error,  of  idolatry  and  polythe- 
ism; should  deliver  the  minds  of  men  from  the 
fetters  of  ignorance,  delusion,  sensual  lust  and  impiety; 
and  bring  light  and  immortality  to  light  by  the  publi- 
cation, preaching,  and  sanctifying  influence  of  the 
everlasting  Gospel.  Nations,  long  groaning  under 
the  horrors  of  paganism,  would  be  emancipated  from 
their  slavery,  and  be  brought  into  the  light  and  liberty 
of  the  children  of  God.  His  truth  would  make  them 
free  and  they  would  be  free  indeed,  being  rescued 
from  the  bondage  of  corruption. 

These  auspicious  events  would  be  produced  by 
the  instrumentality  of  these,  who  had  previously 
enjoyed  the  light  of  Divine  truth.  The  friends  of 
Christ  would  be  excited  and  quickened  to  impart 
those  blessings  of  grace,  of  which  thev  had  been 
made  partakers,  to  others,  their  brethren  of  the 
human  race,  who  had  long  lived  outcasts  from  the 
Church,  without  God  and  without  Christ  in  the  world. 
The  privilege,  the  blessedness,  of  enlarging  the  Re- 


deemer's  kingdom  and  of  recovering  sinners  to  the 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God,  belongs,  principally, 
to  those,  who  have  tasted  the  benefits  of  the  true 
religion  and  have  been  partakers  of  its  sanctifying 
ordinances.  These,  the  Head  of  the  Church  employs 
as  his  favored  instruments  of  gathering  subjects  into 
his  kingdom.  By  their  prayers,  and  labors,  and  liberal- 
ities, the  benefits  of  saving  truth  are  imparted  to 
those,  who  dwell  without  the  limits  of  the  visible 
Church.  As  the  prophet  predicts,  "they  that  be  of 
thee,*'  that  is,  they  who  nowT  belong  to  the  kingdom 
of  the  blessed  Redeemer,  "shall  build  the  old 
wTaste  places:  thou  shalt  raise  up  the  foundations  of 
many  generations,  and  thou  shalt  be  called,  The 
Repairer  of  the  breach,  The  Restorer  of  paths  to 
dwell  in." 

Here  we  are  taught,  What  is  the  duty  and  work  of 
those,  who  live  under  the  light  of  revealed  truth,  and 
are  partakers  of  the  institutions  and  ordinances  of  the 
true  religion: — and  also  what  a  dignified  reputation 
they  shall  obtain,  as  the  sure  reward  of  their  faithful 
performance  of  this  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  will  then  consider  and  explain, 

.  I.  What  is  a  mam  and  indispensable  duty  and 
employment  of  those  favored  subjects  of  Divine 
goodness,  who  live  under  the  light  of  revealed  truth, 
and  are  partakers  of  the  doctrines,  ordinances,  and 
worship  of  the  Christian  religion. 

They  are  required  to  build  the  old  waste  places;  and 
to  raise  up  the  foundations,  of  many  generations. 

As  our  text  is  a  prediction  of  Gospel  times,  of 
what  is  to  take  place  under  the  Christian  dispensation, 
so  the  duty   and  employment  here  allotted  is,  in  an 
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appropriate  and  emphatic  sense,  the  duty  and  work  of 
Christians,  of  the  professed  disciples  of  the  Lord 
Jesus.  To  understand  the  duty  here  enjoined,  we 
should  first  know  what  the  prophet  intends  bj 
waste  places.  To  represent  spiritual  objects  he  em- 
ploys a  figure  taken  from  the  common  agricultural 
pursuits  of  mankind. 

In  husbandry,  waste  places  are  those  portions  of 
ground,  which,  through  native  barrenness,  cannot  be 
cultivated  and  made  fruitful,  such  as  deserts  of  sand,  or 
marshes  covered  with  water  and  given  over  to  briers 
and  brambles.  These,  and  other  lands  under  similar 
obstructions,  reject  husbandry;  they  cannot  by  cultiva- 
tion be  made  prolific.  Other  parcels  are  waste  and 
unfruitful  through  neglect  of  proper  labor  and  cultiva- 
tion. A  slovenly  and  indolent  improvement  leaves 
many  parcels  of  ground  waste  and  barren  which,  nat- 
urally and  by  skilful  management,  are  fitted  to  produce 
profitable  and  excellent  crops.  These  waste  places 
are  a  figure  of  that  portion  of  our  world  which  lieth 
in  sin  and  wickedness,  destitute  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth  and  of  the  love  of  God  and  man,  because  they 
are  not  instructed  in  the  will  of  God,  are  not  taught 
the  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  Gospel:  and  are  hence 
given  over  to  all  manner  of  spiritual  folly  and  delusion; 
and  addict  themselves  to  every  excess  of  impiety  and 
crime.  They  neither  know  nor  fear  God,  are  unjust 
and  unnatural  to  their  fellow  men,  and  debase  them- 
selves with  every  kind  of  impurity    and  pollution. 

In  husbandry,  waste  places  stand  in  contrast  with 
well  dressed  fields,  vineyards  and  gardens,  safely 
fenced  and  highly  cultivated;  so  in  the  spiritual  sense 
of  our  text  waste  places  stand  in  contrast  with  those 


Churches  and  Christian  communities,  where  the  word 
and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  are  fully  enjoyed,  faith- 
fully administered,  and  wisely  and  diligently  improved 
by  the  people,  who  are  blessed  with  those  heavenly 
privileges. 

But,  alas!  even  in  a  country  nominally  Christian, 
many,  so  far  from  appearing  like  a  well  watered  and 
cultivated  garden,  and  a  vineyard  skilfully  pruned 
and  dressed,  appear  like  the  field  of  the  slothful  and 
the  vineyard  of  the  man  void  of  understanding;  their 
hedges  are  destroyed  and  their  stone  walls  are  broken 
down;  thorns  and  thistles  grow  instead  of  pleasant 
plants;  all  runs  to  waste  from  the  inroads  of  devour- 
ing beasts  and  hungry  swine. 

How  many,  through  want  of  sound  and  faithful 
preaching,  or  through  want  of  an  obedient  attention 
to  the  word  and  ordinances  of  God,  possess  nothing 
more  than  the  name  of  Christian;  they  exhibit  none 
of  the  precious  fruits  of  holy  obedience.  Through 
want  of  discipline,  of  brotherly  love,  faithful  reproof, 
and  counsel,  those  doctrines  of  Christ,  which  are  of 
main  importance,  are  denied;  the  duties  of  religion 
are  violated,  and  the  vices  and  follies  of  the  world 
are  countenanced  and  fostered  by  those  who  falsely 
call  themselves  after  the  name  of  Jesus.  In  the 
nominal  Christian  Church  are  to  be  found  many  unwor- 
thy professors,  yea  even  some  whole  communities, 
who  have  backslidden  from  the  faith  and  sunk  into  an 
almost  total  apostasy.  These  are  the  waste  places  of 
our  Zion,  which  call  for  the  commiseration  of  all  who 
seek  her  peace  and  love  her  Lord.  Such  degenerate 
Churches  lie  waste,  and  demand   the  hand  of  some 
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faithful   master-builder  to  resettle   their  foundatioi 
and  repair  their  awful  and  lamentable  breaches  and 

desolations. 

But  in  addition  to  these  waste  places  of  Zion,  there 

are  still  more  extensive  wastes  and  desolations  without 
her  walls.  The  greater  part  of  the  world  lie^  in  a 
deplorably  waste  condition;  without  God,  without 
Christ,  without  a  blessed  Gospel,  without  moral  -v  irtue, 
social  happiness  or  intellectual  dignity;  sunk  in  vice, 
in  filthy  lust;  harassed  with  violences  and  frauds,  t he- 
abject  victims  of  the  basest  crimes  and  deplorable 
misery;  enjoying  nothing  here,  and  without  hope  for 
the  future.  These  are  what  the  prophet  intends  by 
waste  places. 

They  are  places  which,  if  they  have  the  Gospel,  yet 
they  have  it  not  in  its  purity  and  simplicity;  they 
have  it  corrupted,  mutilated,  and  perverted  in  its  most 
essential  doctrines  and  precepts.  They  are  not  taught 
Christian  morality.  Their  system  of  morals  accords 
with  pagan  virtue,  and  not  with  the  holy  obedience  of 
the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Other  places  are  ivaste,  because  while  they  know 
their  Master's  will,  they  will  not  do  it. 

But  the  great  and  extensive  wastes  and  desolations 

of    the  earth    are    those    regions    where    Paganism. 

Mahommedanism,   Popery   and    Heresy,    obtain    and 

triumph.     These  regions  contain  more  than  nine  tenth 

parts  of  this  habitable  globe. 

Having  learned  what  are  the  wastes  to  be  builded. 
and  the  foundations  which  are  to  be  raised  up,  let 
us  now  inquire,  How  this  work  is  to  be  accomplished." 
and  who  are  to  take  an  active  and  umvearied  part  in 
the   doing  of  if.     Our  text   sav=.  "Those  that  be  of 
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thee"  i.  e.  the  disciples  and  children  of  Christ,  are  to 
be   the   main  instruments   of    building  the  wastes   of 
Zion,  and  raising  up  the  foundations  which  for  so  many 
long  ages,  have  been  laid  in  ruins.     Those  who  are 
taught,  and  realize  the  blessed  advantages  of  Gospel 
grace,  are   the    proper  persons  to  feel  the  worth  of 
souls,  perishing  in  idolatry,  impenitence  and  unbelief. 
Those,  only,  who  have  tasted  the  grace  of  God,  can 
estimate  its  value,  and,  with  a  benevolence  disinterested, 
enter  upon  vigorous  and  effectual  means  to  impart  to 
others  the  blessings   of  salvation.     This  work,  then, 
belongs   to  Christians,  to   those    who  believe    in  the 
doctrines  of  a  Divine  Savior.     This  service  do  they 
owe  to  their  Lord  in  return  for  his  dying  love,  and  his 
sanctifying  grace  upon  their  own  guilty  souls. 

That  affection  to  man,  which  the  Gcspel  inculcates 
and  inspires,  can  alone  give  activity  and  energy  to 
their  prayers  and  labors,  for  the  redemption  of  their 
brethren  perishing  in  sin  and  rebellion  against  God. 
This  work,  then,  belongs,  peculiarly,  to  the  ministering 
servants  and  professed  followers  of  the  Lamb  of  God, 
who  taketh    away    the  sins  of   the  world. 

And  how  shall  they  effect  their  godlike  design,  of 
repairing  the  wastes  of  Zion,  and  raising  up  the  foun- 
dations, which  for  so  many  ages  have  lain  in  ruins? 
They  must,  first,  set  an  example  of  that  faith  and 
obedience  which  their  Master  requires,  and,  by  a 
living  copy  of  Christian  virtues,  recommend  their 
religion  to  those  who  live  in  a  contempt  and  rejection 
of  the  Gospel  of  God  their  Savior. 

To  their  example,  they  must  add  their  daily  and 
fervent  supplications,  that  the  Great  Master  Builder 

will,  by  his  power  and  grace,  effectuallv  interpose  and 
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give  ,i  who  direction,  and  complete  success,  to  tlic 
means  employed  for  extending  the  bles  f  redemp- 

tion to  a  world  perishing  in  sin.     Nor  must  they  be 

content  with  prayer  alone;  they  must  have  a  firm  faith 
and  trust  in  Christ,  that  he  will  hear  their  prayer  and 
confer  the  blessings  for  which  they  seek  him. 

It'  their  prayer  be  sincere,  and  their  faith  unfeigned, 
they  will  be  uniformly  attended  by  diligent,  persever- 
ing labors  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  desired 
object,  the  progress  of  truth,  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  Good  men,  who  love  the 
souls  of  their  brethren,  and  love  the  Redeemer  of 
sinners,  will  grudge  no  labors,  no  expenses,  for  the 
success  of  the  Gospel  and  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
They  will  account  every  expense  light  and  trifling,  if 
they  can  secure  the  great  end,  to  repair  the  desolations 
of  their  beloved  Zion;  if  they  can  bring  rebel  sinners 
to  Jesus,  if  thev  can  call  home  the  nations  to  the  obe- 
die  nee  of  the  faith,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  sanctifi- 
cation  and  eternal  life. 

This  leads  me  to  show  briefly, 

II.  That  they,  who  perform  faithfully  this  good 
work  of  the  Lord,  shall  be  honored  with  a  most  dig- 
nified retribution,  both  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is 
to  come. 

Among  blinded  savage  nations,  they  who  exercise 
lordship  over  them,  are  called  benefactors — they  who 
murder  and  slaughter  their  fellow  men,  are  called 
glorious  conquerors;  their  brows  are  entwined  with 
the  wreaths  of  victory  and  triumph.  But,  alas!  they 
are  commonly  the  meanest  and  basest  of  men,  who 
ought  to  be  detested  on  earth,  and  will  receive  an 
awful  retribution  in  eternity.     But  they  who,  like  the 
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blessed  Jesus,  save  men's  lives  and  their  souls,  are  the 
only  benefactors  of  men.  They  shall  be  blessed  in 
their  deed;  shall  have  peace  with  God  and  man,  rest 
in  their  own  souls,  and  consolation  in  the  day  of  Christ. 
Blessed  followers  of  the  Lamb!  You  may  not  be 
called  the  Conquerors,  the  Wasters,  and  the  Desolators, 
of  the  earth:  but  you  shall  be  crowned  and  triumph 
with  the  Captain  of  your  salvation.  You  shall  be 
called,  The  Repairer  of  the  breach,  The  Restorer 
of  paths  to  dwell  in. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

1.  I  would  observe,  that  there  is  now  opened  to 
Christians  an  extensive  field  of  employment  and  use- 
fulness, in  doing  good  to  Zion,  and  in  extending  the 
boundaries  of  the  Church  of  God. 

The  adorable  Immanuel,  who  hath  appeared  in  our 
world,  to  save  our  fallen  race  by  the  labors  and  sorrows 
of  his  afflicted  life,  the  ignominy  of  his  accursed  death, 
and  the  triumphs  of  his  glorious  resurrection,  has  laid 
the  foundation  of  human  recovery,  and  the  restoration 
of  our  lost  world  to  the  ima^e  and  favor  of  God.  He 
has  scattered  much  of  the  darkness  which  covered 
the  earth  previously  to  his  advent  in  the  flesh.  He 
has  broken  down  the  partition  wall  which  separated 
Jews  and  Gentiles;  and  has  brought  into  his  holy  family 
and  kingdom  multitudes,  who  were  shut  out  under  the 
legal  dispensation.  Weighing  the  obstructions  which 
lie  in  the  way  of  bringing  the  Gentiles  into  his  kingdom, 
and  uniting  them  with  the  sanctified  remnant  of  the 
seed  of  Jacob,  and  it  is  wonderful,  that  the  Gospel  has 
made  such  progress  in  the  world. 
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Since  our  Lord's  ascension,  millions  and  millions  oi 
the   sinners  of  the  Gentiles  have,  by  the  preaching  of 

the  Gospel,  set  home  by  the  agency  of  tin.'  Divine 
Spirit,  been  brought  to  bow  to  the  Cross;  to  receive 
and  obey  Jlim,  who  was  crucified  without  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem.  Still,  however,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
world  of  mankind  have  continued  without  the  light  of 
the  Gospel:  or  if  this  light  has  arisen  upon  them,  yet 
they  have  refused  to  come  to  the  light,  lest  their 
deeds  should  be  reproved  and  made  manifest,  that 
they  are  not  wrought  in  God. 

Of  those  numerous  churches  erected  in  the  early 
ages  of  Christianity  how  many,  alas!  have  backslidden 
and  apostatized  from  the  faith  which  they  had  receiv- 
ed? After  a  melancholy  declension  into  c\cry  spe- 
cies of  gross  heresy,  profound  spiritual  ignorance,  and 
sordid  vice,  the  eastern  churches  fell  under  the 
power  of  Mohammedan  imposture  and  apostasy.  So 
that  half  the  nominal  churches  of  Christ  became  vic- 
tims of  the  conquering  SAvord  and  debasing  seductions 
of  that  mystery  of  iniquity. 

At  the  same  time,  the  western  churches  were  se- 
duced and  degraded  by  the  equally  corrupt  errors  and 
profligate  vices  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  Thus  the 
whole  Christian  world,  with  a  few  exceptions  of  the 
faithful  followers  of  Christ,  became  the  victims  of 
damnable  heresies;  and  were  enticed  from  their  stead- 
fastness, by  the  deceivableness  of  unrighteousness  and 
the  artifices  of  that  wicked  one. — From  these  snares 
and  errors  of  popish  domination  and  idolatry,  a  large 
portion  of  Europe  were  recovered  by  the  power  and 
grace  of  God,  in  exciting  and  succeeding  the  zeal  and 
labors  of  the  Reformers  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth 
centuries. 
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Under  a  new  form,  and  by  new  wiles  and  stratagems, 
have  the  Devil  and  his  agents  and  emissaries  among 
men,  tarnished  the  glory,  and,  in  a  measure,  destroyed 
the  purity  and  peace  of  the  Reformed  churches. 
There  has  been  a  grievous  departure  from  the  faith 
of  the  Reformers,  by  a  denial  of  the  doctrines  of 
grace,  and  the  introduction  of  gross  infidelity  under  the 
specious  garb  of  philosophy  and  rational  Christianity. 
Thus,  my  hearers,  have  the  hedges  against  error  been 
taken  away,  the  fences  have  been  broken  down  and 
the  wild  boar  out  of  the  wood  has  wasted  the  Lord's 
vineyard,  and  the  foxes  have  spoiled  the  vines. 

This  wide  waste  of  Zion  we  must  labor  to  repair, 
and  strive  to  restore  the  desolations  of  the  Church, 
and  raise  up  the  foundations  which  have  been  broken 
down. 

Besides  these  mischiefs  of  heresy  and  apostasy  in 
the  nominal  church  of  God,  which  are  so  pressing  and 
alarming,  we  have  a  world  lying  in  all  the  ignorance, 
and  darkness,  and  profligacy,  of  open  idolatry  and  poly- 
theism. For  the  greater  portion  of  the  world,  the 
countries  most  populous,  pleasant  and  prolific,  are  given 
over  to  the  most  impure  and  debasing  idolatries,  wor- 
shipping stocks  and  stones  and  devils.  This  is  the  wide 
field  opened  to  our  Christian  sympathy,  labor,  prayer, 
and  faith.  But  alas!  the  misery  of  spiritual  darkness 
and  ignorance  comes  nearer  home  to  our  very  doors. 

The  nation  of  which  we  are  a  part,  through  many 
extensive  sections  of  our  country,  is  in  a  sad  state  of 
religious  ignorance,  of  degrading  impiety  and  vice. 
They  have  no  Christian  ordinances,  no  Gospel  instruc- 
tions, no  Sabbath,  no  sanctuary.  They  live  and  die  and 
perish  by  thousands,  year  after  year,  in  unbelief,  in 


14 

error,  in  profligate  crimes.      They  live    without    God 
and  the  Redeemer,  and  die   in   their  Bins*     Half  our 

nation  is  in  this  sad  predicament.  Their  distresses, 
with  all  the  energy  of  grief  and  despondency,  call 
upon  us,  who  have  more  light  and  privileges  to  c<  I 
to  their  help,  and  to  lend  our  Christian  aid  in  rescuing 
them  from  the  pollutions  of  vice,  and  from  the  present 
and  future  punishment  of  their  spiritual  ignorance  and 
unbelief. 

While  the  sufferings  of  distant  nations  so  loudly  call 
upon  our  Christian  sympathy  to  afford  them  relief,  ought 
we  not  to  be  moved  by  a  consideration  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  our  own  countrymen,  to  afford  them  relief, 
that  they  do  not  perish  for  lack  of  vision.  They  too 
should  be  in  our  hearts,  in  our  prayers,  and  in  our 
exertions,  to  impart  unto  them  the  means  of  grace  and 
the  bread  of  eternal  life. 

2.  Let  us  reflect  on  the  means  which  we  are  to 
employ  in  accomplishing  the  good  work  of  the  Lord, 
in  promoting  the  sanctification  and  salvation  of  our 
fellow  men. 

Our  duty  is  plain  and  obvious,  how  to  recover  to  Gos- 
pel light  and  ordinances,  those  of  our  own  countrymen, 
and  those  of  countries  more  remote,  who  are  now 
groping  in  darkness  and  perishing  in  impenitence  and 
unbehef.  Our  incumbent  duty  is  to  send  them  the 
holy  Scriptures,  of  which  the  greater  part  are  wholly 
destitute.  Many  thousands  of  our  countrymen,  and 
many  millions  of  other  nations,  have  never  seen,  have 
rarely  heard  of  those  sacred  oracles  which  reveal  to 
men  the  way  of  life.  This  evil  may  be,  progressively, 
remedied  by  the  liberalities  and  labors  of  Christians 
for  a  few  years.     To  this  important  object  Ave  are 
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required  to  give  a  particular  and  constant  attention,  as 
we  would  evince  our  love  to  men  and  our  fidelity  to 
Christ.  Without  the  Bible,  the  people  must  perish  in 
their  sins. 

But  to  send  the  Bible,  to  those  who  have  it  not,  is 
only  a  small  part  of  our  duty.  To  this  charity  we 
must  add  another,  of  equal  importance.  We  must 
provide,  and  send  among  them  teachers  and  ministers, 
who  can  instruct  them  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  com- 
prised in  the  sacred  Scriptures.  For,  in  general,  men 
will  never  hear  the  word,  without  a  preacher  to  inter- 
pret and  enforce  it  upon  their  attention  and  hearts. 
To  procure  and  support  these  ministers  of  the  word, 
will  require  a  larger  portion  of  our  property,  and  more 
diligent  care  and  watchfulness,  even  than  sending  to 
them  the  inspired  oracles.  In  order  to  their  conver- 
sion, sinners  must  have  the  Bible,  and  they  must  also 
have  teachers  to  call  their  attention  to  it,  and  to  help 
them  to  a  right  understanding  of  it.  Bibles  and  mis- 
sionaries must  go  in  company,  if  we  would  hope  to 
bring  home  souls  to  Christ  and  to  enlarge  the  borders 
ef  his  redeemed  church. 

These  missionaries  must  be  qualified  by  learning  and 
by  grace  for  a  faithful  and  successful  discharge  of  their 
work.  My  hearers,  ycu  know  that  the  harvest  is 
immense  and  the  laborers  are  few.  It  is  a  great  and 
arduous  work  to  furnish  laborers  sufficient  for  the 
harvest.  Duty,  therefore,  requires  that  we  take 
measures  for  a  supply  of  good  men,  to  perform  the 
missionary  work,  and  to  carry  the  Gospel  into  all  the 
dark  regions  of  our  country  and  our  world.  We  must 
therefore  furnish  means  adequate  for  the  education 
and  preparation  of  pious  young  men  for  the  Christian 
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ministry.     We  must  diligently  look   out  from  am 
our  youth,  promising  characters  for  this  good  work. — 
Where  piety  and  grace   have  hud    a  foundation,   we 
must    build   upon  it,   by   furnishing   means    for    their 

instruction  and  preparation  (or  the  holy  ministry* 

Many  pious  youth,  who  would  willingly  devote 
themselves  to  this  service  of  preaching  Christ,  have 
not  the  means  of  educating  and  preparing  themselves. 
Those  who  honor  Christ,  and  love  Zion  and  their  coun- 
try, must  lend  their  substance  to  the  Lord.  This  is  a 
duty  so  plain,  that  I  need  only  mention  it  to  convince 
you  how  important  and  indispensable  it  is.  We  can 
never  be  better  employed,  than  we  are  in  furnishing 
means,  to  obtain  and  prepare  sufficient  laborers  for 
that  large  vinevard  of  our  Lord,  which  now  lies  waste 
and  desolate,  for  want  of  cultivation.  It  is  true  this 
must  be  a  work  of  time,  but  our  zeal  and  activity  and 
charity  will  much  shorten  the  time,  when  Christ's 
harvest  shall  be  copiously  gathered  in. 

Another  thought  I  must  suggest:  that  is,  that  parents 
who  have  promising  children  and  have  property, 
should  give  them  a  learned  education,  to  prepare  them 
for  the  Christian  ministry.  Let  pious  parents  devote 
their  children  to  God  in  this  way;  and  by  prayer  and 
faith  wait  upon  Him,  that,  through  his  blessing,  their 
sons  may  be  fitted  by  grace  as  well  as  by  learning,  to 
carry  the  news  of  salvation  to  a  world  perishing  in  sin. 
What  duty  is  more  urgent  upon  Christian  parents 
than  to  give  their  children  to  the  Lord,  and  to  prepare 
them  by  a  suitable  education  for  the  service  of  the 
sanctuary. 

Let  me  add,  that  another  essential  part  of  our  duty 
in  this  matter  is.  to  trust  in  God,  to  succeed  our  labors 
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and  gifts,  to  be  constant  in  our  prayers  and  wrestlings, 
that  God  would  prosper  our  endeavors,  and  for  this 
end  grant  the  rich  effusions  of  his  grace  and  spirit,  and 
make  his  Gospel  effectual  for  its  benign  and  saving 
purposes. 

3.  We  will  consider,  the  encouragement  we  have 
to  enter  with  zeal  and  perseverance  upon  this  benev- 
olent and  salutary  work  of  our  Redeemer. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  wonders,  Strange  and  mar- 
vellous events  have  been  multiplied  before  our  eyes  in 
the  course  of  God's  holy  and  mysterious  providence. 
On  one  hand,  the  adversary  of  our  race  has  been  let 
loose  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  produce  among  men  the 
miseries  of  error,  vice  and  impiety,  to  turn  with 
malice  and  rage  the  hand  of  man  against  his  brother 
man.  What  jealousies,  contests  and  wars,  have,  in 
these  last  days,  been  raised  in  this  tumultuous  world? 
What  countless  millions  of  lives  have  been  sacrificed 
by  the  destroying  angel?  How  many  millions  of  prop- 
erty have  been  worse  than  lost,  to  waste  men's  lives? 

On  the  other  hand,  He,  wrho  came  to  destroy  the 
works  of  the  devil,  is  manifestly  at  work  to  counteract 
this  guilt  and  misery  of  human  folly  and  wickedness. 
He  hath  awaked  the  attention  and  concern  of  his 
children,  to  contemplate  and  to  abate  the  miseries  of 
our  afflicted  world,  to  repair  the  desolations  of  many 
generations,  and  to  build  up  the  walls  of  our  Jerusalem, 
which  have  been  broken  down.  While  the  children 
of  this  world  have  exerted  all  their  powers,  and 
expended  their  substance  in  destroying  men's  lives, 
the  friends  of  Jesus  have  bent  their  minds,  and  freely 
contributed  of  their  property  to  save  men's  lives; — 
to  save  men's  lives  not  only  for  time,  but  for  eternity. 
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Look,  ye  friends  erf  man,  look,  ye  friend.-,  of  the  Re- 
deemer, and  sec  how  much  anxious  solicitude  hath  been 
manifested*  and  how  much  property  hath  been  wil- 
lingly consecrated  in  establishing  Bible  Societies, 
Missionary  Societies,  Theological  Seminaries,  and 
Societies  for  the  education  and  preparation  of  young 
men  for  the  ministry  of  peace  and  reconciliation. 

Is  not  Christ  evidently  building  up  Zion  in  these 
troublous  times?  How  much  hath  Christ  already  done? 
and  what  preparations  is  he  now  making  to  do  vastly 
more  for  repairing  the  old  ivastc  places,  and  raising  up 
the  foundations  of  many  generations.  Look  on  these 
events  of  providence  now  passing;  reflect  on  the  ob- 
ligations you  are  under  to  your  perishing  fellow  sinners; 
only  look  on  him,  who  gave  his  life  for  your  ransom; — 
and  then  determine  in  the  fear  and  presence  of  God, 
determine  what  vou  have  to  do  as  his  instruments  to 
advance  the  glory  of  Zion,  and  to  promote  the  salva- 
tion of  those  millions  of  immortals,  who  now  lie  perish- 
ing in  sin,  in  delusion,  in  impiety  and  unbelief. 

I  will  not  weaken  an  argument,  so  plain  and  conclu- 
sive, by  extending  it.  Y  ou  see,  you  feel,  you  cannot 
doubt  your  duty,  in  these  respects;  you  cannot  ques- 
tion, whether  this  be  the  Lord?s  work,  the  cause  of 
God — of  Zion — of  your  country;  whether  it  be  your 
duty  and  your  animating  encouragement  to  put  a  vig- 
orous, unwearied,  and  persevering  hand  to  this  good 
work  of  building  up  and  enlarging  the  walls  of  our 
Jerusalem. 

For,  my  hearers, 

4.  From  your  faithful,  pious,  and  persevering  labors 
in  this  cause  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  you  may 
expect  a  happy  success,  and  a  rich  and  ample  reward, 
both  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  i^  to  come. 


19 

You  will  have  the  joyous   consolation   that,  under 
God,  you  have  been  the  blessed  instruments  of  arrest- 
ing the  desolating  sword  of  God's  enemies;  of  abating 
the    sufferings   and    miseries  of   this  afflicted   world. 
You  shall  be  the    instruments  of  instilling  sound  and 
correct  sentiments  into  the  hearts  of  your  fellow  men; 
of  curing  in  them  those  lusts,  whence  come  wars  and 
fightings.     You    shall    forward,  by  your   labors,  your 
property  and  your  prayers,  the  progress  of  righteous- 
ness in  the  earth,  and  the  approaching  reign  of  the 
Prince  of  peace.       You  shall  see  the  house  of  David 
daily  increasing,  and  the  house  of  Saul    daily  decreas- 
ing.    You  shall  see  your  sons  made  prophets,  and  your 
young  men  Nazarites    unto   the  Lord.     You  shall  see 
them  go  forth  in  their  Redeemer's  strength  to  proclaim 
the  tidings  of  salvation  to  those  who  sit  in  darkness. 
You  shall  see  nations  come  to  Zion,  and  kings  to  the 
brightness  of  her  rising.     You  shall  hear  the  joyful 
shout  of  salvation  echo  through  distant  regions  of  your 
country  and  the  world.     You  shall  have  peace  within 
and  peace  with  God.     You  may  not   be    called  con- 
querors on  earth,  but  you  shall  be  called  the  friends  of 
man,  the  humble  followers   of  Him,  who  went  about 
doing  good.     You  shall  be  called,  The  Repairers  of 

THE    BREACH,    The    RESTORERS    OF    PATHS    TO    DWELL    IX. 

Amen. 


\  SAMUEL  T.  ARMSTRONG, 
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